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CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT REPORT - 2005

In calendar year 2005, 98,896 reports of child abuse and neglect were made to county Departments of Family and
Children Services. DFCS screened out or referred to other services 15,686 reports (16%) that did not meet the definition
of maltreatment. An additional 15,951 reports (16%) were identified as diversions and did not warrant a full investigation.
Data for the remaining 67,259 reports (68%) were accepted for service, entered into the Protective Services Data System
(PSDS) and used to compile this report.

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES DATA SYSTEM

The Georgia General Assembly established a child abuse information system in 1990 to collect data on child
maltreatment. Each county Department of Family and Children Services (DFCS) enters data into the system. PSDS
collects data on all relevant information except names of perpetrators. The Georgia Supreme Court has determined that
keeping names is unconstitutional. PSDS provides the information for this annual report and for the reporting required by
Federal/State regulations, laws and program expectations.

DISPOSITION OF REPORTS

Reports. Reports of maltreatment are made to county Departments of Family and Children Services. When a report is
made the department determines whether it meets the criteria for an investigation: there is a child under 18 years
alleged to be mistreated by the parent or caretaker. A copy of every report DFCS receives is immediately shared
with local law enforcement, as required by O.C.G.A. 19-7-5. In 2005, 98,896 reports were made to county DFCS
offices.

Investigated Reports. Reports that meet the criteria for maltreatment are accepted for investigation. In 2005, 67,259
reports were accepted for investigation. After the circumstances are investigated, one of the following dispositions are
assigned to the report:

Substantiated, case remains open. A case is substantiated when the preponderance of evidence supports the
allegations. Cases rated high risk or moderate risk for recurring maltreatment remain open for ongoing CPS services.
Substantiated, case closed. A preponderance of evidence supports the allegations; however, the case is low risk for
further maltreatment. Referrals to community resources are made as available and appropriate.

Unsubstantiated, case closed. There is either not a preponderance of evidence or no evidence to support the
allegations, and the case is closed.

Unsubstantiated, case remains open. There is either not a preponderance of evidence or no evidence to support
the allegations. The case remains open because of court-ordered CPS involvement.

An investigation may contain more than one alleged incident of maltreatment and may involve more than one child.

Screened-Out Reports. Reports that do not meet the criteria for maltreatment are screened out or referred to other
resources. Reports that do not meet these basic criteria for an investigation are frequently referred to local resources
(e.g., mental health, court system, early intervention and preventive programs) for assistance. In 2005, 15,686 reports
were screened-out.

Diversions. Diversions allow caseworkers to help families find the right services. This is the first complete calendar
year with diversion data. Diversions accounted for 15,951 cases in 2005.



The information in this report refers to several types of

counts:

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT

An inveStigated report (Case COUnt) represents the Disposition |nvestigations Incidents

number of reports received. One report may contain more
than one alleged incident of maltreatment and may involve
more than one child.

Anincident count represents the number of
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2005 INCIDENT DATA

A total of 113,732 incidents of maltreatment were reported in 2005. The number of cases of alleged child maltreatment
is lower than a count of the incidents of alleged maltreatment, because there may be maltreatment reported on several
children in one case. Also, for each child in a case, more than one type of maltreatment may be reported.
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REPORTERS

Suspected maltreatment is reported to county DFCS offices. While the agency encourages anyone who suspects
maltreatment to report, the law requires certain people to report, by virtue of their profession; they are called “mandated
reporters.” This includes teachers, school counselors, physicians, nurses, dentists, law enforcement personnel and
Georgia Department of Human Resources staff members.

The table below shows the types of reporters by disposition: Substantiated or Unsubstantiated. Mandated Reporters
submitted 65 percent of investigated reports. For Substantiated Dispositions, the five most prevalent sources of
investigated reports were Law Enforcement/Court (23%), School Personnel (20%), Hospital/Clinic (9%), Relative (9%)
and DHR Staff (8%). For Unsubstantiated Dispositions, the five most prevalent sources of investigated reports were
School Personnel (27%), Law Enforcement/Court (11%), Anonymous (9%), Relative (9%) and DHR Staff (8%).

Disposition by Report Source

Disposition by Report Source

Disposition
Report Source Substantiated Unsubstantiated Total
Mandated Reporters
School Personnel 5,351 10,998 16,349
Law Enforcement/Court 6,186 4,572 10,758
Hospital/Clinic 2,434 2,084 4,518
Physician, Dentist, Podiatrist, Nurse 596 915 1,511
Professional Counselor, Social Worker 1,675 2,514 4,189
DHR Staff 2,183 3,305 5,488
Day Care Center 167 399 566
TANF * 36 68 104
Total Mandated Reporters 18,628 24,855 43,483
Non-Mandated Reporters
Custodial Parent/Guardian 1,188 1,808 2,996
Relative 2,492 3,680 6,172
Neighbor/Friend 1,440 2,905 4,345
Non-Custodial Parent 537 1,715 2,252
Religious Leader/Staff 59 104 163
Lawyer 45 62 107
Other Non-Mandated Person 476 950 1,426
Alleged Perpetrator 21 22 43
Victim 91 125 216
Total Non-Mandated Reporters 6,349 11,371 17,720
Unknown
Unknown 274 741 1,015
Anonymous 1,395 3,646 5,041
Total Unknown 1,669 4,387 6,056
Total 26,646 40,613 67,259

*A TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families) case manager refers a family when there is a concern about maltreatment of a child resulting from

a TANF Sanction.




LOCATION OF MALTREATMENT

The data system collects information about where the alleged maltreatment occurred. The numbers in the accompanying

chart are based on incidents. Many children were victims of more than one type of maltreatment and were counted
multiple times in each location. For example, a child may have been both neglected and sexually abused in the family
home. This child is counted twice at that location.

SUBSTANTIATED - LOCATION AND TYPE OF MALTREATMENT

Location

Type of Maltreatment Incidents

NEGLECT | PHYSICAL SEXUAL |EMOTIONAL OTHER TOTAL
Victim's Home 34,927 3,974 1,360 1,036 374 41,671
Other Private Home 1,595 303 472 36 19 2,425
Center Based Daycare 64 11 6 1 2 84
Family Based Daycare 43 15 6 1 0 65
Residential Foster Care Home 26 5 5 1 1 38
Group Home Foster Care 19 10 2 0 0 31
Family Foster Home-DFCS 62 15 10 2 0 89
Family Foster Home-Non DFCS 28 5 8 3 0 44
Other Institution 159 37 24 13 1 234
Other 1,486 112 64 26 62 1,750
Total 38,409 4,487 1,957 1,119 459 46,431

* 'Other' may include such locations as a park, shopping mall, automobile, place of business, etc.

FOSTER PARENTS AND FOSTER HOMES

In 2005, there were 202 substantiated incidents of maltreatment to foster children in a foster home facility. In 142 of

the 202 incidents, the perpetrator was a foster parent or residential/group home staff member.

The four types of foster

care recorded in the data system are residential facilities, group home facilities, family foster care homes — DFCS and

family foster homes — Non DFCS.




SUBSTANCE ABUSE

DFCS began collecting information on substance abuse in reported cases in 1994. Caretaker substance abuse is a

major factor in child abuse and neglect, and the department places strong emphasis on identifying families with this
problem and referring them for treatment. This more aggressive approach by Child Protective Services includes:

Asking the reporter specific questions regarding substance abuse.

Responding immediately to a report from medical personnel that a mother of a newborn has tested positive for drugs.
In this case, the agency refers the mother for a formal substance abuse assessment, checks for the safety of other
children in the home, requests custody of the newborn and other children who may be at-risk, and requests court-
ordered treatment for the mother, if the need is indicated.

Assessing the need for treatment in all investigations where drug use was alleged in the original report and where
abuse was substantiated.

Attempting to obtain voluntary drug screens in cases where drug use is alleged and paying for drug screenings and
assessments. (Note: If parents or caretakers refuse to have a drug screen, CPS can request the court to order one).
Requiring repeat negative drug screens for a specified length of time in ongoing cases where drug use was
substantiated. As a result of these protective services policies related to drug use (and case managers’ increased
ability to recognize its signs) drug abuse has been substantiated in increasing numbers of cases.

The numbers in the accompanying chart are based on the number of investigated reports.

Adult Substance Abuse By Type

Type Unsft!ﬁgggated Sulfsl'!ggtﬁ:ted NSOJ g:zgﬁgtggt Total
Alcohol 1,260 835 106 2,201
Prescription Medicine 447 233 19 699
Controlled Substance 6,891 5,537 474 12,902
Alcohol and Prescribed Medicine 72 56 3 131
Alcohol and Controlled Substance 552 369 34 955
Prescribed Medicine and Controlled Substance 243 269 17 529
All Types 312 204 10 526
Total 9,777 7,503 663 17,943




2005 VICTIM DATA

The graphs in this section identify all the children who were entered into the data system as substantiated victims of
maltreatment (44,450 children). Children Ages 1- 3 years (19%) and 4-6 years (20%) accounted for the largest
percentage of victims. Children who were younger than 1 year accounted for 11% of the victims. This was the largest
single age category. The second largest single age category was Age 1 with 7% of the victims. Fifty percent of the victims
were under the age of seven. In general, as age increased victimization decreased. More than half of all victims were
White (56%) with African American victims accounting for 40%. The ethnicity of 6% of the victims was Hispanic. Child
victims were divided evenly between Male (50%) and Female (50%).
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CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS

The following chart depicts the type of substantiated maltreatment that occurred to children with special characteristics.
There were 3,301 children with special characteristics. These children accounted for 3,497 incidents of maltreatment.
Children are considered to have a special characteristic when they have a diagnosis of an emotional disorder, mental

retardation, vision or hearing impairment, physical disability, a behavioral disorder, or alcohol/substance abuse.

A child may have more than one special characteristic. Therefore, the total by type (4,078) is greater than the number

of incidents.

Substantiated Maltreatment of Children with Special Characteristics

Neglect I ' 2,675
Physicali 557
Sexuali 127
Emotionali 102
Otheri 36
0 560 1,600 1,':';00 2,600 2,'5;00 3,600 3,5;00

Substantiated Maltreatment of Children by Type of Special Characteristic

Physical | Sexual |Emotional
Type Of Special Characteristic Neglect | Abuse Abuse Abuse Other Total
Diagnosed Emotionally Disturbed 326 91 19 27 5 468
Diagnosed Mental Retardation Mild 159 42 17 4 0 222
Diagnosed Mental Retardation Moderate 102 18 10 6 2 138
Diagnosed Mental Retardation Severe 27 5 0 1 0 33
Diagnosed Mental Retardation Profound 29 6 0 1 1 37
Diagnosed Vision/Hearing Impaired 66 9 1 3 0 79
Diagnosed Physically Disabled 104 13 5 2 1 125
Other Medically Diagnosed Condition 892 110 31 26 13 1,072
Behavior 1,075 346 65 55 9 1,550
Alcohol Abuse - Child 18 1 2 3 1 25
Drugs/Other Sub. Abuse -Child 302 10 3 3 11 329
Total 3,100 651 153 131 43 4,078




2005 PERPETRATOR DATA

Since DFCS is mandated to investigate reports involving children who are maltreated by their caretakers, the majority of
the perpetrators for all types of incidents are biological parents. There are 16 relationship categories, but the categories
are grouped for readability. Detailed perpetrator information is not always available by age/gender.

Perpetrators Substantiated
Biological Parents 37,039
Non-biological parents 1,938
Other Relatives 2,673
Live-in boyfriend 713
Live-in girlfriend 143
Other, non-relatives 722
Sitter/child care 182
School personnel 64
Residential Facility Staff 70
Unknown 906
Total 44,450

Perpetrators by Age and Gender
Gender Gender

Male Female Total
Under 20 Years Old 482 1,338 1,820
20 — 29 Years Old 2,670 14,619 17,289
30— 39 Years Old 4,301 11,864 16,165
40 — 49 Years Old 2,306 3,612 5,918
50 Years Old and Over 782 1,200 1,982
Not Reported 173 136 309
Total 10,714 32,769 43,483

* Note: For 967 children, perpetrators did not have age/gender information reported.



FATALITIES

In 2005, 56 children in Georgia died as a result of substantiated abuse or neglect. Deaths that are entered into the
Protective Services Data System (PSDS) are those for which DFCS investigated and substantiated either abuse or
neglect. In some situations where a child died at the hands of a caregiver, only law enforcement and the courts may have
been involved. These cases are not recorded in PSDS.

Thirty-eight children died as a result of inadequate supervision or of other forms of parental neglect. While these deaths
were unintentional, the parents or caretakers were determined to be negligent. Eighteen children died from physical
abuse.

Of the 56 children, 23 had no current or prior history with Child Protective Services; 33 were from families that had been
investigated at some time prior to the child's death. Some of the families with previous investigations involved different
children and the investigation occurred many years prior to the current involvement.

Georgia law requires a multi-agency Child Fatality Review Sub-Committee to operate in every Georgia county. These
sub-committees, which include a representative from DFCS, are required to review the deaths of all children in the county
who die unexpectedly. For example, the death of a child in a car accident is reviewed by the sub-committee but probably
is not investigated by DFCS or entered in the data system unless neglect or abuse was indicated.

Fatalities Resulting from Neglect

Fatalities By Perpetrator Relationship to Child
Child Fatalities
2.2
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Undetermined 1 0 0 0 0 0
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Fatalities Resulting from Abuse

Child Fatalities
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Victim Data

The following numbers identify the children who died from confirmed maltreatment by the categories of race, age and
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NEGLECT

This and the following sections of this report give a breakdown of incidents by type of maltreatment. Neglect is the most
commonly reported and most often substantiated type of maltreatment. Neglect occurs if a parent or caretaker, either
deliberately or by chronic disregard, permits a child to suffer and/or fails to provide one or more of the elements necessary
for the child’s physical, intellectual, social and emotional development.

Incidents of neglect are frequently reported with other types of maltreatment, because it is often assumed that the child
who is physically or sexually abused was also not adequately supervised or was neglected in some way that contributed
to the other reported maltreatment.

In 2005, 86,842 incidents of neglect were reported. Of these, 38,409 were substantiated. The most common type of
substantiated neglect is inadequate supervision. This ranges from a child staying home alone after school to children
locked overnight in an apartment without adult supervision. Inadequate supervision is also frequently cited in sexual
abuse cases, as it is commonly believed that the perpetrator might not have had access to the child if the child had been
adequately supervised by a responsible parent.

When families do not have adequate food, clothing or shelter, DFCS may provide services or refer them to a more
appropriate community resource. Some families, where neglect is a result of poverty, may be eligible for DFCS Prevention
of Unnecessary Placement (PUP) services to help alleviate the problems causing the neglect without removing the

children from the home.

Determination Number of Incidents

Substantiated 38,409
Unsubstantiated 48,433
Total 86,842

Substantiated Neglect Categories*

Malnourishment/Failure to Thrive . 71

Abandonment/Rejection**

Inadequate Supervision || l 23,140

Inadequate Food, Clothing, Shelter ||

‘ 9,386

8,746

Inadequate Health, Medical Care

Emotional/Psychological

Educational/Cognitive

B o
B s

785

I I I I I I I I I I
0 3,000 6,000 9,000 12,000 15,000 18,000 21,000 24,000 27,000 30,000

* The total of all categories of neglect will be greater than the total number of substantiated incidents because a child may be indicated in more
than one category of neglect.

Gunshot

Suffocation/Drowning

Birth Addicted/Birth Exposed

** The abandonment/rejection category includes not only children for whom a parent no longer wants responsibility; it also includes children
who may not be picked up as scheduled from school, children left with a babysitter beyond planned pick-up times, etc.
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NEGLECT - VICTIM DATA

The following tables identify characteristics of children who were victims of substantiated neglect. Children Ages 1- 3
years accounted for the largest percentage of victims (21%). Children who were younger than 1 year accounted for 12%
of the victims. In general, as age increased victimization decreased. More than half of all victims were White (58%) with

African American victims accounting for 39%. The ethnicity of 6% of the victims was Hispanic. Percentages of victims

were similar for Males (51%) and Females (49%).
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NEGLECT - VICTIM DATA

Race of Victims

Black/African American |’ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ I 14,917
White |’ '
Asian 145 22,128

American Indian/Alaska Native ' 2

Native Hawaiian/Oth.Pac.Islander ' 12

Multiple Race
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NEGLECT — PERPETRATOR DATA

In 2005, there were 38,409 substantiated incidents of neglect. The biological mother was the perpetrator in seventy- two

percent of the incidents.
The table shows the perpetrator’s relationship to the child at the time the neglect occurred. A perpetrator who was

involved in more than one incident of neglect is counted more than once.

Perpetrator’s Relationship to Victim
\ \ \ \ \ \ \

Biological Mother

- % \
Biological Father 5,781 27,688

Biological Parent - Gender Unknown 70
Non-Biological Parent7
Other Relative7
Live-in Boyfriend7
Live-in Girlfriend# 105
’

Live-in Gender Unknown

Other, Non-Relative 329
Sitter/Child Care 120
School Personnel [ 31

Residential Facility Staff |l 41

651

\ \ \ \ \ \
0 3,500 7,000 10,500 14,000 17,500 21,000 24,500 28,000 31,500 35,000

Unknown

Substantiated Neglect — Characteristics of Perpetrators

Gender Gender Total
Male Female

Black/African American 2,154 12,377 14,531
White 5,306 17,186 22,492
Asian 43 104 147
American Indian/Alaska Native 6 28 34
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific
Islander 8 19 27
Multiple Race 3 40 43
Unable to Determine 154 276 430
Total 7,674 30,030 37,704

Perpetrator Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino 564 933 1,497

*705 incidents did not have perpetrator race/gender reported.
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PHYSICAL ABUSE

Physical abuse is injury to a child under the age of 18 by other than accidental means by a parent or caretaker which
results in bruises, welts, fractures, burns, cuts, internal injuries, etc. Physical abuse often occurs in the name of discipline
or punishment and may involve the use of the hand or the use of objects. Physical injury is defined as bodily harm or hurt,
excluding mental distress, fright or emotional disturbance.

In 2005, 16,378 incidents of physical abuse were reported; 4,487 were substantiated. Bruises, welts and abrasions,
which often results from inappropriate discipline, is the most common type of physical abuse.

Determination Number of Incidents
Substantiated 4,487
Unsubstantiated 11,891
Total 16,378

Substantiated Physical Abuse Categories*

Fractures, Dislocations, Sprains 135
Skull Injury, Intercranial Injury7 44
Spinal Cord, Nerve Damagei' 3
Subdural Hematoma7 4§
Internal Chest, Abdomen, Pelvic Injury7 25‘
Lacerations, Cuts, Puncture57 394
Bruises, Welts, Abrasionsil ‘ J 3,882
Burns, Scalding; 137
Poisoningi' 3
Suffocation/Drowningi' 4
Fommep B 4
Gunshoti' 3

\ f f f \ \ \ \ \ \
0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000 2,500 3,000 3,500 4,000 4,500 5,000

* The total of all categories of abuse will be greater than the total number of substantiated incidents because a child may be indicated in more
than one category of physical abuse.
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PHYSICAL ABUSE — VICTIM DATA

The following tables identify characteristics of children who were victims of physical abuse. In general, school-aged
children were predominantly the victims of physical abuse: Ages 4-6 (20%), Ages 7-9 (21%), Ages 10-12 (18%) and Ages
13-15 (21%). For physical abuse, 54% were African-American while 41% were White. The ethnicity of 8% of the victims
was Hispanic. Males accounted for 52% of the victims.
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PHYSICAL ABUSE - VICTIM DATA

Race of Victims

Black/African American |

| | | | | | a1
White || 1,849
Asian 34
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PHYSICAL ABUSE — PERPETRATOR DATA

In 2005 there were 4,487 substantiated incidents of physical abuse. The biological mother was the perpetrator in forty-
three percent of the incidents. The biological father was the perpetrator in twenty-five percent of the incidents.

The following chart shows the perpetrator’s relationship to the child at the time the physical abuse occurred. A
perpetrator who was involved in more than one incident of physical abuse is counted more than once.

Perpetrator’s Relationship to Victim

Biological Mother

Biological Father

Biological Parent - Gender Unknown

1,951

Non-Biological Parent
Other Relativei
Live-in Boyfriend7
Live-in Girlfriend7

Live-in Gender Unknown
Other, Non-ReIative7
Sitter/Child Care7

School Personnel7
Residential Facility Staff7

Unknown
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Substantiated Physical Abuse — Characteristics of Perpetrators

Gender Gender
Total
Male Female
Black/African American 851 1,513 2,364
White 931 871 1,802
Asian 16 13 29
American Indian/Alaska Native 3 3 6
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific
Islander 9
Multiple Race
Unable to Determine 52 41 93
Total 1,856 2,451 4,307
Perpetrator Ethnicity: 120 131 251
Hispanic/Latino

* 180 incidents did not have perpetrator race/gender reported.
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SEXUAL ABUSE

Sexual abuse is a form of child maltreatment in which contacts or interactions (such as fondling, sodomy,
penetration) occur between a child under 18 and the parent or caretaker, during which the child is being used
for the sexual stimulation of that adult or another person.

Sexual abuse may also be committed by a person under the age of 18 when that person is either
significantly older than the victim or when the abuser is in a position of power or control over another child.
When someone outside the child’s family abuses a child, CPS must evaluate whether the parents permitted
this to happen or neglected to supervise the child adequately.

Sexual exploitation is a form of maltreatment in which a child’s parent or caretaker allows, permits,
encourages or requires a child under the age of 18 to engage in sexual acts for the stimulation and/or
gratification of adults or in prostitution as defined in the Official Code of Georgia Annotated (OCGA, Section
16-6-9); allows, permits, encourages or requires such child to engage in sexually explicit conduct for the
purposes of producing any visual or print medium (OCGA, Section 16-1-100).

In 2005, 5,537 incidents of sexual abuse were reported and 1,957 incidents substantiated. Fondling is the
most often substantiated form of sexual abuse.

Determination Number of Incidents
Substantiated 1,957
Unsubstantiated 3,580
Total 5,537

Substantiated Sexual Abuse Categories*

_ l
Exhibitionism,Voyeurism @ 1‘16

Fondling || —J
Sodomyi 196 1,305
Penetrationil P 516
Genital Injuryi 38
Contraction of Venereal Diseasei 38
Sexual Exploitationi 85
0 260 460 660 860 1,600 l,éOO l,A‘fOO 1,6‘;00

* The total of all categories of abuse will be greater than the total number of substantiated incidents because a child may be indicated in more
than one category of sexual abuse.

20



SEXUAL ABUSE - VICTIM DATA

The following tables identify characteristics of children who were victims of sexual abuse. In general, school-aged
children were predominantly the victims of sexual abuse: Ages 4-6 (20%), Ages 7-9 (20%), Ages 10-12 (21%) and Ages
13-15 (24%). More than half of all victims were White (55%) with African-American victims accounting for 40%. The
ethnicity of 8% of the victims was Hispanic. For sexual abuse, 82% of the victims were Females while only 18% were
Males.

Age of Victims

_ I
Under 1 a 10‘

1-3 |l J  1s0

7-9 |[ Pl 400

10-12 || J 411

13-15 || J
470

16-17 || P 133

,' 1
Not Reported

T T T T T T T T T T T I
0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 550 600 650

Gender of Victims

Male ' 351
Female l

1,606

0 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200 1,400 1,600 1,800 2,000
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SEXUAL ABUSE - VICTIM DATA

Black/African American

White

Asian

American Indian/Alaska
Native

Native
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Multiple Race
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SEXUAL ABUSE — PERPETRATOR DATA

In 2005, there were 1,957 substantiated incidents of sexual abuse. The three most prevalent perpetrators were: Other
Relative (27%), Other Non-Relative (16%), and Biological Father (16%). The following chart shows the perpetrator’'s
relationship to the child at the time the sexual abuse occurred. A perpetrator who was involved in more than one incident
of sexual abuse is counted more than once.

Perpetrator’s Relationship to Victim
]

Biological Mother: ‘ J 194
Biological Father J 312
Biological Parent-GenderUnknown7 5
Non-Biological Parent7 P 242
Other Relative7 | 533
Live-in Boyfriendi 137
Live-in Girlfriend7 25
Live-in Gender Unknown7 2
Other, Non-ReIativei P 322
Sitter/Child Care7 37
School Personnel7 21
Residential Facility Staff7 2
Unknowni —) 125
0 100 280 300 460 500 600 780
Substantiated Sexual Abuse — Characteristics of Perpetrator
Gender Gender
Male Female Total
Black/African American 551 178 729
White 850 181 1,031
Asian 7 5 12
American Indian/Alaska Native 4 0 4
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific
Islander 0 1
Multiple Race 2
Unable to Determine 45 6 51
Total 1,458 372 1,830
Perpetrator Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino 125 16 141

* 127 incidents did not have perpetrator race/gender reported.
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EMOTIONAL ABUSE

Psychological or emotional abuse is a form of maltreatment that results in impaired psychological growth and
development. It frequently occurs as verbal abuse or excessive demands on a child’s performance and may cause the
child to have a negative self-image and disturbed behavior. It can occur with or without other forms of maltreatment.
Emotional maltreatment is not recognized and defined by Georgia law as a form of child abuse.

Verbal threats/humiliation was the most commonly reported type of emotional abuse. Emotional Abuse is difficult to
substantiate, as there are no physical indicators. In a substantiated emotional abuse case the parent has usually
admitted to verbally abusing the child; the child was old enough to give a precise, detailed account of the abuse incidents;
or there were others, such as family members or neighbors, who could substantiate the report.

In 2005, 3,268 incidents of emotional abuse were reported. Of these, 1,119 incidents were substantiated.

Determination Number of Incidents
Substantiated 1,119
Unsubstantiated 2,149
Total 3,268

Substantiated Emotional Abuse Categories*

290
Bizarre discipline

872

Verbal threats '

0 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200

* The total of all categories of abuse will be greater than the total number of substantiated incidents because a child may be indicated in more
than one category of emotional abuse.
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EMOTIONAL ABUSE - VICTIM DATA

In general, school-aged children were predominantly the victims of emotional abuse: Ages 4-6 (16%), Ages 7-9 (19%),
Ages 10-12 (20%) and Ages 13-15 (23%). The majority of victims were White (64%). The ethnicity of 8% of the victims

was Hispanic. For emotional abuse, 55% of the victims were Females while only 45% were Males.

Age of Victims

UNDER 1 ﬁ 41

1-3 II ‘ I 109
46 || ‘ ‘ ‘ J 1s0

o f | | | o
oz | | | | | |
13-157| ‘ ‘ ‘

1617 | ' 91

I 260

NOT REPORTED '

Gender of Victims

350

Male ' 505
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EMOTIONAL ABUSE - VICTIM DATA

Race of Victims

Black/African American | ' 357
White || 714
Asian m 4
American Indian/Alaska Native ' 0
Native Hawaiian/Oth.Pac.Islander ' 0
Multiple Race 16
Unable to Determine 26
,' )
Not Reported
f f f f f f f f f \
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1,000
Hispanic / Latino Origin of Victims
i 84
Yes
1,014
No '
Unable to Determine j 21
0
Not Reported
I I I I I I I
0 200 400 600 800 1,000 1,200 1,400
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EMOTIONAL ABUSE — PERPETRATOR DATA

In 2005, there were 1,119 substantiated incidents of emotional abuse. The following chart shows the perpetrator’s
relationship to the child at the time the emotional abuse occurred. A perpetrator who was involved in more than one
incident of emotional abuse is counted more than once. The Biological Mother (44%) and the Biological Father (29%)
were the perpetrators in 73% of the incidents.

Perpetrator’s Relationship to Victim

P | 493

Biological Mother |l

Biological Father |l

Biological Parent - Gender Unknown ‘ 1

Non-Biological Parent |l
Other Relative7

Live-in Boyfriend7
Live-in Girlfriend7

Live-in Gender Unknown (| O

Other, Non-ReIative7
Sitter/Child Care7
School Personnel
Residential Facility Staff

Unknown

320

Substantiated Emotional Abuse — Characteristics of Perpetrators

Gender Gender Total
Male Female

Black/African American 115 249 364
White 368 347 715
Asian 0 6 6
American Indian/Alaska Native 2 4 6
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific

Islander 0
Multiple Race

Unable to Determine 5 12
Total 491 613 1,104
Perpetrator Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino 40 25 65

* 15 incidents did not have perpetrator race/gender reported.
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When a report is received that does not fit clearly in any other category, the report is classified as “other.” In 2005,
1,707 incidents were reported under this category, and 459 incidents were substantiated.

The following graphs identify the children who were victims of substantiated other maltreatment. The children most at

OTHER ABUSE

Determination

Number of Incidents

Substantiated
Unsubstantiated
Total

459
1,248
1,707

OTHER ABUSE - VICTIM DATA

risk of other maltreatment are between the ages of birth and three years old.
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OTHER ABUSE - VICTIM DATA

Race of Victims

J 194
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OTHER ABUSE - PERPETRATOR DATA

In 2005, there were 459 substantiated incidents of “other” maltreatment. The biological mother is the most frequently
reported perpetrator. The chart shows the perpetrator’s relationship to the child when the incident of other maltreatment
occurred.

Perpetrator’s Relationship to Victim

— \
Biological Mother

Biological Father 327

Biological Parent - Gender Unknown

Non-biological Parent
Other Relative

Live-in Boyfriend

Live-in GirIfriend%
[

Live-in Gender Unknown

Other, non-relative

Sitter/child care

School personnel%

Residential facility staff

Unknown

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

450

Substantiated Other Abuse — Characteristics of Perpetrators
Gender Gender Total
Male Female

Black/African American 24 157 181
White 52 203 255
Asian 0 1 1
American Indian/Alaska Native 1 0 1
Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific

Islander

Multiple Race

Unable to Determine 4 4
Total 81 367 448
Perpetrator Ethnicity: Hispanic/Latino 7 13 20

* 11 incidents did not have perpetrator race/gender reported.
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PROTECTIVE SERVICES DATA SYSTEM
TABLES

2005 COUNTY DATA

January 2005 — December 2005
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